Empowering Our Students To Shine

Sandy

Secondary
School

Friday 18t September 2026
Dear Parent/Guardian

Re: Attendance & Reading Attainment

As we progress through the start of the new academic year, we would like to take this opportunity to
highlight the importance of high levels of attendance and strong reading skills, and the impact these can
have on students’ final outcomes at the end of Year 11.

As a school, attendance has always been a priority because we recognise that students make the most
progress when they benefit from the input and support of subject specialists. Students with attendance
below 90% miss approximately one day of schooling each fortnight. This might not sound like a great deal,
but when broken down into the number of lessons they could potentially miss over a five-year secondary
school career, it amounts to more than 70 hours in each of English, maths and science. This is equivalent
to missing 60% of Year 7 or 45% of Year 10. In total, over these five years, students could miss nearly 500
lessons.

Alongside attendance, reading is a key skill that students need not only to be successful in school, but
throughout their lives. There is clear evidence linking students’ reading ability, and how frequently they
read, with their final outcomes in school.

In contrast, students who attend school for at least 90% of the time and have a reading age that matches
or exceeds their chronological age achieve a grade 4 or above in English and maths, on average, 84% of
the time. For students whose attendance is below 90% and whose reading age is lower than their
chronological age, this figure falls to 11%.

To support you in understanding your child’s progress, progress sheets this year will include both their
current attendance and their most recent reading-age assessment. Students are assessed twice each year
to establish their reading age. Where this is below their chronological age, support will be provided either
in the classroom or, where appropriate, through intervention with a reading specialist.

How can you help with this? You can support your child by ensuring that they attend school as regularly as
possible and are absent only when absolutely necessary, as well as by encouraging them to read regularly
at home.

Thank you for taking the time to read this letter and for your continued support as we work together to
achieve the best possible outcomes for our students.

Yours faithfully

Mr G Preston
Director of Curriculum, Data & Compliance
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