
 

 

 

Monday 7th September 2026 

Dear Parent/Guardian 

Re: Every Day and Every Lesson Counts 

As your child begins Year 9, attendance and punctuality become more important than ever. This is a crucial 

stage in their education, as the work completed this year lays the foundations for success in their GCSE 

examinations next year. 

At Sandy Secondary School, we aim for all students to achieve attendance of at least 98%. Research 

consistently shows a strong link between high attendance and strong academic outcomes. Students who 

attend school regularly are more likely to: 

• Achieve better GCSE results 

• Feel confident and supported in their learning 

• Build positive relationships and friendships 

• Develop good routines, resilience, and independence 

• Reduce stress and gaps in learning 

 

Every lesson matters. Even missing a small amount of school can have a significant impact on progress, 

especially in examination subjects where learning builds quickly over time. 

To support attendance and wellbeing, if your child is absent from school, you will receive a same-day follow-up 

phone call by 10:30am from a member of the Senior Leadership Team. The purpose of this call is to check on 

your child’s wellbeing, offer support where needed, and encourage a prompt return to school wherever 

possible. In some cases, students may be encouraged to return later the same day if appropriate. 

We would also like to remind families about the importance of punctuality. Students are expected to be in 

school by the second bell at: 8:25am each day 

Arriving on time helps students settle calmly, begin learning positively, and avoid missing important 

information at the start of lessons. Any student arriving late to school will receive a 15-minute same-day 

detention in line with the school behaviour and attendance policy. 

We greatly value your support and partnership in helping your child attend school every day and achieve their 

full potential. If you would like to discuss attendance, punctuality, or any support your family may need, please 

do not hesitate to contact us. 

Yours faithfully 

                                 

Miss K Hayward     Mr A Rutter     Mrs J Devereaux 

Executive Principal    Head of School   Behaviour & Attendance Manager  


