
 

 

 

Monday 7th September 2026 

 

Dear Parent/Guardian 

Re: Every Day and Every Lesson Counts 

As your child progresses through Year 10, they are now approximately one third of the way through 

their GCSE courses. This is a vital stage in their education, and regular attendance at school is more 

important than ever. 

The learning that takes place during Year 10 forms the foundation for GCSE success in Year 11. Every 

lesson builds on previous knowledge and skills, meaning that missing even a small amount of school 

can quickly lead to gaps in learning that are difficult to catch up on. 

At Sandy Secondary School, we aim for all students to achieve attendance of at least 98%. Research 

consistently shows that students with excellent attendance achieve significantly better GCSE 

outcomes than those who miss school regularly. 

Good attendance helps students to: 

• Keep up with important subject content and coursework 

• Develop confidence and resilience in their learning 

• Build positive relationships with staff and peers 

• Reduce anxiety caused by missed work or falling behind 

• Give themselves the very best chance of achieving their potential in GCSE examinations 

 

As GCSE content becomes increasingly demanding throughout Year 10, it is essential that students 

attend school every day unless they are too unwell to do so. 

To support attendance and wellbeing, if your child is absent from school, you will receive a same-day 

follow-up phone call by 10:30am from a member of the Senior Leadership Team. The purpose of this 

call is to check on your child’s wellbeing, offer support where needed, and encourage a return to 

school as soon as possible. Where appropriate, students may also be encouraged to return later the 

same day. 

We would also like to remind families of the importance of punctuality. Students must be in school 

by the second bell at: 8.25am each day 

Arriving on time ensures students are ready to learn from the very start of lessons and avoids missing 

essential teaching and instructions. In line with the school’s behaviour and attendance policy, 
students who arrive late to school will receive a 15-minute same-day detention. 



 

We greatly value your continued support and partnership during this important stage of your child’s 
education. By working together, we can ensure that students have the best possible opportunity to 

succeed in their GCSE studies and beyond. 

If you would like to discuss attendance, punctuality, or any support your family may need, please do 

not hesitate to contact us. 

Yours faithfully 

                                 

Miss K Hayward                 Mr A Rutter     Mrs J Devereaux 

Executive Principal    Head of School  Behaviour & Attendance Manager  


